Measurement of nonspecific bronchial responsiveness in epidemiologic studies: methacholine challenge testing in the field.
Methacholine challenge testing is the most commonly used method for detecting and quantifying nonspecific bronchial hyperresponsiveness and has been used primarily in the clinical investigation of occupational asthma. This chapter reviews the rationale, methodology, and interpretation of this test which are relevant to conducting methacholine challenge testing outside the clinic ("in the field"). It also reviews the issues surrounding the methodology of methacholine challenge testing in general and, in particular, its use in epidemiologic studies.